Honorable Robert M. Bell, Chief Judge, Maryland Court of Appeals

Chief Judge Robert M. Bell, was born in Rocky Mount, North Carolina on July 6, 1943 and reared in Baltimore.  He attended Dunbar High School where, in 1960, twelve Dunbar High School students entered a downtown Baltimore restaurant, were refused service and were, subsequently, arrested and convicted for trespassing.  One of the students, Robert M. Bell, led an appeal of the verdict in a landmark civil rights case, Bell v. Maryland, which eventually was argued before the United States Supreme Court and brought an end to de facto racial segregation in Maryland. Judge Bell continued his education at Morgan State College, where he received his A.B. degree in 1966. He, then, went on to Harvard University Law School, where he received his J.D. in 1969.

Thus, began Robert M. Bell=s historic odyssey through Maryland=s legal system, first as an attorney at the firm of Piper and Marbury, then as a judge with twenty-five years service on the Maryland bench.  Judge Bell came to the bench in 1975 as a judge of the District Court of Maryland for Baltimore City.  He next served as a judge for the Circuit Court for Baltimore City from 1980 until 1984, when he was appointed judge to the Court of Special Appeals of Maryland.  In 1991, Judge Bell was appointed to the Court of Appeals of Maryland.  With his October 23, 1996 designation, by Governor Parris Glendening, as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, the state=s highest court, Robert M. Bell became the only active judge in the State to have served at least four years on all four levels of Maryland=s judiciary, and the first African-American to be named the state=s chief jurist.

In that capacity, he manages over 3,000 employees and determines the annual budget.  In addition to his many duties as chief judge, Judge Bell lectures frequently at schools and community groups.  His involvement also includes serving as Chair of the Judicial Compensation Committee and the Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office (MACRO), formerly the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Commission.  He also chairs the Committee on Building Public Trust and Confidence in the Justice System.  In addition, he is a member of the Judicial Education Committee and the State Bar Committee on Judicial Administration.  Judge Bell holds memberships in the National, American, Maryland State, Baltimore City and Monumental City Bar Associations. 

Other Committee and Board Memberships (past and present): 

Member, Standing Committee on Rules, 1977-82; Commission to Revise the Annotated Code of Maryland, 1980-82; Sentencing Guidelines Board; Judicial Compensation Committee, 1993-present; Board Member, Judicial Institute, 1982-84; Judicial Evaluation Committee, Maryland State Bar Assn., 1987-present; Harvard/Radcliffe Club; Member, Legal Aid Society, 1973-75; Member, Board of Directors, Villa Julie College, 1978-85; Chairman, Board of Directors, Provident Hospital, 1983-84; Member, Board of Directors, Sojourner-Douglass College, 1982-91; Member, Board of Directors, The African-American Community Foundation, 1994-present; Member, University of Maryland Law School Board of Visitors, 1994-present; Member, Board of Trustees, Johns Hopkins Medicine, 2000-present; Vice Chair, CCJ Committee on Access to and Fairness in the Courts, 2005-06; Honorary Board Member, Balto. Area Council, Boy Scouts of American, 2005; Chairman, Advanced Science and Technology Adjudication Resource (ASTAR) Board of Directors, 2005-present; President, Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) Board of Directors, 2006-07; Chair, National Center for State Courts (NCSC) Board of Directors, 2006-07, American Inns of Court Board or Trustees, 2007.

Recipient of the Following Awards:

Special Award, Maryland State Bar Association, 1998. Legal Excellence Award for Advancement of Public Service Responsibility, Maryland Bar Foundation, 1999.  Rosalyn B. Bell Award, Women=s Law Center of Maryland, 1999.  Louis M. Brown Award for Legal Access, Standing Committee on the Delivery of Legal Services, American Bar Association, 2000.  Access to Justice Tribute Award, Pro Bono Resource Center, 2001.  Maryland Leadership in Law Award, Daily Record, 2001.  D=Alemberte/Raven Award, ABA Dispute Resolution Conference, 2003.  Recipient of the University of Baltimore School of Law  Students for Public Interest=s first annual Robert M. Bell Award for Leadership in Public Service, 2004.  MD Legal Services Corporation Medal for Access to Justice, 2004.  Featured in the HistoryMakers Project Video Archives, 2004. The Community Mediation Program=s Baltimore Peacemaker Award, 2005. MD Network Against Domestic Violence Special Recognition Award, 2005.  Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA) 2006 ADR Section Chair=s Award (for pioneering work in promoting alternative dispute resolution processes within the MD judiciary, legal community, businesses, schools, government agencies and neighborhoods). Named one of The Lawdragon=s 500 Leading Judges in America.  U of MD System Frederick Douglass Award, 2006. Freedom Fight Award (Frederick Co. NAACP), 2006. 

